[Multimodal laryngeal preservation: current data-based opinion].
This article presents the current data and discussion on multimodal laryngeal preservation strategies in advanced laryngeal/hypopharyngeal carcinoma. Principally a distinction is made between simultaneous and induction chemoradiation protocols. In terms of late toxicity and related functional limitations, induction protocols are far superior to simultaneous platinum-based chemoradiation. Currently, the individual response to the first cycle of (short) induction chemotherapy appears to be the most reliable clinical marker for making treatment decisions, and this is under clinical investigation. No standard multimodal therapeutic alternative to laryngectomy exists; therefore, at this time multimodal strategies should only be carried out within the framework of clinical trials.